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The Soldiers of the Crusades
The soldiers of the crusades were a multiple of military campaigns during the medieval times in England fighting the Muslims from the Middle East. The fight occurred after the Muslims of the Middle East captured Jerusalem in 1076 which is one of the holy places for the Christians. Some of the reasons why Jerusalem was the holy place is because Jesus was born in Bethlehem and spent most of his time in there and later crucified in a place called Calvary hill. For that reason, there was no any other prominent place to the Christian apart from Jerusalem and thus they had to fight for it with all their might. The crusades made the Christians name Jerusalem as the "city of God." On the other hand, Jerusalem also meant a lot to Muslim since Prophet Mohammed also spent adequate time in Jerusalem and thus the Muslim world was so happy to hear that Jerusalem is secured. Capturing Jerusalem made the Muslim to build a beautiful dome known as the Dome of Rock where Mohammed is believed to have sat and prayed for all the Muslims in the world. The literature will cover the order of the crusades, battle strategies of the crusades, why people fought in the crusades and effects of the crusades to have a comprehensive understanding of the topic, the soldiers of the crusades.
The Order of Crusades
Although there were a series of crusades, the first crusade was the most significant and successful one up to today. The first crusade took place from 1096 to 1099 led by Godfrey of Bouillon, Bohemond of Taranto, Raymond of Saint-Gilles and Hugh of Vermandois (Asbridge, 2012). The four armies left the capital of England in August 1096 matching their way to the holy land. On their way, the crusade was able to capture Antioch and also Jerusalem in 1099. Immediately the crusades caught their targets; they established permanent settlements where the main kingdoms positioned at Jerusalem. Some of the three main kingdoms centered in Jerusalem include Edessa, Antioch and Tripoli which were formidable castles and forts. One of the famous crusades that exist up to today is the Krak des Chevaliers located in Syria.
Later in around 1187-1191, the soldiers lost Jerusalem and this lead to the launching of the third crusade which is the most famous crusades showing the intensity of opposition between the Christian and Muslim leaders who were so charismatic. According to Latham (2012), Muslim forces were led by Sala ad-Din Yusuf ibn Ayyub who brought victory to the Crusaders in 1187 and expanded his territory to include Yemen, Mesopotamia, Hejaz, Syria and some parts of North Africa. On the other hand, the Christian forces commanded by Emperor Fredrick Barbarossa and immediately they conquered the Saladin soldiers, Jerusalem established and this leads to the end of the third crusade. 
History up to today shows that both Richard and Saladin who were the Christian and Muslim leaders demonstrated a high sense of chivalrous and noble behavior during the peace negotiations. The peace negotiation made Saladin to be celebrated as an example of chivalry while Richard honored as a symbol of power and respect among the Christian fraternity (Asbridge, 2012). The history of crusades had a series of importance to the Christian in Europe. First, the crusades facilitated the spread of Christian faith among the poor, rich, serf and noble. The crusades due to the exchange of ideas became a strong foundation for the later European renaissance which helped Western Europe to dominate the world.
Battle Strategies of the Crusades
Some strategies were used by both parties that is the Christian and Muslim soldiers to conquer their counterparts. One of the strategies used by the Christian soldiers was the botched strategy. The approach involved finding out re-approachment with the neighbors as a way to maintain stability. However, Christian never stuck to the plan as they cooperated with every real destabilizing force in the region to conquer their enemies through creating instability. Secondly, both crusades also utilized the ‘knights up front’ strategy. According to Rogerson (2010), the knights up front were strategically placed in front of the army as it posed a severe threat during any confrontation. Battalions were the third strategy used by the Christian crusades. These battalions were charged to the enemy with the lances pointing forward together with swords but not killing anyone. Outflanking also came in as another strategy used by both crusades to outmaneuver their counterparts. The other approach used was the frontal assault which was a hostile and a direct movement of forces directed towards the front of the enemy. The attackers in this case subjected themselves to full defensive power towards their enemy.
Why People Fought in the Crusades
There exist some reasons why people fought in the crusades. The reasons bring a clear understanding that people not only fought for the holy land Jerusalem as their land, but there were other motivating reasons why they were so committed in the crusades. One of the reasons why people fought in the crusades is due to religious convictions (Riley-Smith, 2014). The followers of the two religions believed that it was their duty to fight for what is theirs. Thus, this formed the basis of their motivation and they required nobody to tell them what they should do pertaining the fight. Due to such an inner motivation, this made the Muslim to conquer the holy land where most of the Jewish dominate up to today.
Through the pope promising those who participated in the crusades the forgiveness of sins was another reason why people were more than willing to participate in the crusades. Remember, forgiveness of sins in the Christian religion and teachings is a critical aspect as the followers are aware that no sinner will be allowed to enter into eternal life without being forgiven their sins. According to Grabowski III (2014), for that reason, the Christian followers indulged actively in the fight to conquer the holy land of Jerusalem as they expected that their sins are taken away in return. Forgiveness of sins formed the inner drive of the Christian followers and most of them gave up whatever they had to participate and ensure they win the fight and secure the city of Jerusalem.
Serfs also being freed from their feudal system also propagated people to vehemently participate in the fight to conquer the holy land of Jerusalem. Serfs released from the feudal system meant that nobody had any other role apart from fighting fiercely in the battle to secure the holy land (Harris, 2014). Also, the aspect of serfs freed from their duties made other people who participated in the struggle be motivated knowing that they fought on equal grounds and no one favored from engaging in the clashes. For that reason, serfs freed brought the aspect of commitment as well as togetherness where all individuals fought as one people aiming at one goal which was clear to all of them.
Both Christians and Muslims got a promise that by participating in the crusades, all the taxes would be paid by the church and the debts canceled. According to Riley-Smith (2014), clearing of the taxes and canceling of debts made the Christian commit themselves wholly to the battle keeping in mind that no one would ask something in return immediately the war was over. Besides, canceling all the debts made everyone free to fully indulge in the battle with an aim to start a new life altogether immediately the crusades were over. Thus, people had nothing to look back after but to match majestically towards fighting and to conquer the holy land which was the city of Jerusalem.
Irrespective of being promised to be cleared all the debts and taxes as well, most of the people participated in the crusades to gain as much wealth as they immediately conquer the holy land. Therefore, acquiring riches also became a powerful motivation as they had the information that Jerusalem is full of riches and hence everyone ensured that they reach the holy land and get the riches for their own (Grabowski III, 2014). Personal wealth at those times was something undebatable since families by then were classified according to wealth and hence every individual wanted to be associated with the rich in the society. Having the desire to gain riches from the holy land could have been one of the leading factors that made the Muslims conquer the holy land and have significant dominance over the Christian even after the peace signing agreement between their leaders.
The last but not least reason why people fought in the crusades was due to the need for adventure. There was a portion of people who had no intention to get some riches or be cleared their debts nor be exempted all their taxes but only wanted to fight with all they had just to reach and see the holy land. Such people in the society are selfless people who are not driven by earthly things but are more concerned with the welfare of others. It is so rare to find such people in the society we live today but this was the bare truth that they never had any intention of gaining material wealth. According to Harris (2014), the reason as to why adventure formed a core reason for people’s fighting is because of the fame they may have heard concerning the holy land, therefore, doing whatever they could to reach the long-admired land.
Effects of the Crusades
As discussed in the paper above, those people who participated in the crusades had different reasons why they did so. Therefore, it is right to say that there are effects or impacts experienced after joining in the crusades and respective people getting what they wanted. One of the effects of the crusades was stimulating trade. According to Madden (2014), after the crusades were over, new products were introduced and people had a unique taste of products they had never seen before. Having new products strengthened the trade between different communities and also different religions as well. Again, as business intensified, new cities and towns started to emerge and became of importance to the people. Up to date, trade in the Middle East is believed to be one of the factors that stirred development in the region. As new products introduced and new towns and cities emerging, the port cities of Italy became of importance as they became the primary trading centers. One of the port cities that exist up to today is the port city of Venice.
The weakening of the feudalism was another effect of the crusades (Banitalebi et al., 2012). During the crusades, this was the time where the knights and nobles sold all their properties to comfortably participate in the fight. Selling off one's belongings was so crucial since no one knew what would happen if the war continued. Also, back in our minds, we are aware that conflict leads to the destruction of property and thus it was a good idea to dispose of what each one of them had to indulge in the crusade wholeheartedly. Again, weakening of the feudalism also resulted in many serfs granted freedom and thus no duty could hold them back from participating in the fight. Historians hold the weakening of the feudalism with great esteem believing that if this never happened then winning in the crusades could have been something impossible.
According to Madden (2014), participating in the crusades also made some kings in Europe to be more powerful. Getting more power came as a result of the wealth they gained after they conquered the holy land Jerusalem. On the other hand, more people wanted to be associated with them an aspect that also made them more potent regarding followers. It is apparently clear that no individual would like to associate with a weak kingdom that would fail to protect their interests during the times of crisis. Kingdoms continued to expand the more the respective kings acquired wealth since they could be able to purchase ammunition, food and other resources for their people. For that reason, those kings who managed to survive after the crusades became more potent than they were before.
Another effect of crusades is the increase in the use of money. There before people were used to indulging in barter trade as money was something that only existed in plenty in Jerusalem. Hence, immediately they conquered Jerusalem, now people had a guaranteed and appropriate supply of money and this led to the growth of money trade at the same time weakening the barter trade (Banitalebi et al., 2012). Money was now more preferred than goods in trade due to portability, high value and exists in right quantities regarding the value of the products one intended to get. Consequently, having money at hand made the trade in the Middle East to flourish since most of the kingdoms now had the bargaining power. Some of the fights that had been heard before after traders disagreeing on the value of goods to be exchanged a thing of the past as money was a fair measure of value. 
Regarding social, cultural and political gain, the spread of ideas, advancement and cultures was also another effect of crusades. As people were participating in the war, they ended up borrowing the positive cultural aspects from their counterparts which they later integrated into their own. The borrowed ideas strengthened the political ties between neighboring societies as they even exchanged weapons with farm produce with each other. Also, the region developed economic wise due to the aspect of innovation that had taken place. According to Madden (2014), exchange of ideas, on the other hand, brought in some advancement through innovation as people could combine ideas and come up with a solution to a particular problem. For that reason, people were able to develop socially and economically as they put the borrowed and exchanged ideas into practice.

Finally, crusades led to the development of taxation, commerce and banking since it called for tremendous funding the whole process. Most of the feudal nobles mortgaged their lands to the church, merchants and moneylenders to get money to finance their operations (Banitalebi et al., 2012). Such undertaking marks the causes of the steady financing sector that is found in the Middle East today. Also, the practice of borrowing and mortgaging in the Middle East has been clarified by the economists to be the highest than any other region in the world.
In a nutshell, the literature has comprehensively discussed the order of the crusades, battle strategies of the crusades, why people fought in the crusades and effects of the crusades which shed more light on what exactly the soldiers of the crusades entailed. Depending on how the crusades arranged from the first to the last, it reveals the commitment as well as the potential each group had towards conquering the holy land of Jerusalem. Consequently, battle strategies such as botched strategy, use of knights up front, battalions, outflanking and frontal assault significantly enabled the Christians and Muslim soldiers to indulge into the fight actively but at the end, the Muslim conquered the holy land. The discussed reasons as to why people fought, which include religious convictions, forgiveness of sins, serfs freed from the feudal system, a promise that all taxes paid by the church and debts cleared, the need to gain wealth and adventure, reveal why the two parties were so committed to participate in the crusades with all their might. However, some of the effects of the crusades were admirable while others were not which include stimulated trade, weakening of the feudalism, some European kings became more powerful, increase use of money and exchange of ideas, cultures and advancements. Nevertheless, the soldiers of the crusades remain to be one of the most celebrated events in the Middle East history.
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